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Newly promoted Trident Football Club head coach Kebby
Hachipuka says his side is not intimidated by Nkana as they return
to the MTN Super League...
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“I'M READY TO WORK AND DELIVER™ -

HAALUBONO

By Lucky Chama

Copper Queens interim head coach
Charles Haalubono says he is ready
to work and deliver as Zambia
prepares to face Uganda in the first
leg of the second round of the 2028
Olympic qualifiers.

Zambia will travel to Kampala for
the October &, 2026 encounter
against the Crested Cranes, with the
Copper Queens seeking to recover
from their disappointing 2026
Women’s Africa Cup of Nations
(WAFCON) campaign.

Haalubono says the team has
responded positively to training and
is showing signs of improvement
after initially struggling to find its
rhythm.

Speaking to FAZ Media after
Thursday’s training session at the
University of Lusaka football field,
Haalubono said the players had
become sharper following five days
of preparations.

“So far, the response has been very
good. They are all looking good now.
The start was not all that good. They
looked clumsy, but after five days of
training we saw a bit of change. Now,
starting this week, they are sharp;
their reactions are up to that level,”
Haalubono said.

The Green Buffaloes Women coach
said the team had taken important
lessons from the WAFCON,
particularly regarding ball possession
and movement, but acknowledged
the need to improve defensively.

Haalubono said reducing the number
of goals conceded would be a major
focus against Uganda as Zambia
looks to secure a place at the
Olympic Games.

“This is a very important fixture for
us. We keep reminding each other
about our performance at
WAFCON, so we have got a big duty
ahead of us to give the nation what it

deserves because we failed to qualify
to the World Cup,” he said.

“We have another chance of
amending our mistakes, so we are
supposed to qualify for the
Olympics.”

The coach said the technical bench
had placed particular emphasis on
strengthening the defence while
improving the team’s movement in
possession.

Haalubono said Zambia’s experience
from the last two Olympic Games
would provide valuable lessons,
although he stressed that the team

',
——

S ZANMBLA

must concentrate on the present
challenge rather than rely on past
achievements.

He described Uganda as an athletic
side that uses direct football and long

balls, warning that the Copper
Queens must be prepared to deal
with that approach.

“We are here to work and to deliver;
so it’s not something that we should
even try to shun away. On my part,
I'm ready to work and deliver,”
Haalubono said.

The interim coach also expressed
appreciation to the  Football
Association of Zambia (FAZ) for
strengthening his technical bench
with experienced coaches Florence
Mwila and William Zulu.

Haalubono said the two assistants
bring  valuable knowledge of
women’s football in Zambia as the
Copper Queens prepare for the two-
legged Olympic qualifying tie.

The second leg against Uganda will
be played on October 15 at Levy
Mwanawasa Stadium in Ndola, with
the aggregate winner advancing to
the third round of qualification.
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ZAMBIR TO FAGE EGYPT IN FINAL
FRIENDLIES RHEAD OF FUTSAL AFGON

By Enock Phiri

Zambia’s national futsal team will
face Egypt in two international
friendly matches as part of their
final preparations for the 2026
TotalEnergies CAF Futsal Africa
Cup of Nations in Morocco.

The Cristoforetti-led Copper Bullets
will take on Egypt on October 4 and
6 in Cairo, with the two matches
providing a stern test against one of
Africa’s established futsal nations
ahead of the continental
tournament.

The team left Kenneth Kaunda
International Airport at 13:30 hours
aboard South African Airways and
arrived at O. R. Tambo
International Airport n
Johannesburg at 15:30 hours before
connecting to Egypt on a 21:00-hour
flight.

The friendlies will give coach
Cristoforetti an opportunity to
assess his players against high-level
opposition while fine-tuning the
team’s tactical and technical
approach before the tournament.

Zambia have been drawn in Group
A alongside hosts and defending
champions Morocco, Libya and
debutants Algeria.

The Copper Bullets will open their
campaign against Libya on October
12 at Salle Prince Moulay Abdellah
in Rabat.

They will then face hosts Morocco
on October 14 at the same venue

before completing the group stage
against Algeria on October 16 at
Salle Ibn Yassine in Rabat.

The 2026 Futsal AFCON will run
from October 12 to 21, making the
Egypt fixtures Zambia’s final
competitive preparation before the
continental challenge.

ZAMBIA’S 14-MAN  AFCON
FUTSAL SQUAD

Goalkeepers:

Jackson Chitungu — Lusaka
Automotive

Evaristo  Mulolo —  Lusaka
Automotive

Defenders:

Chota Chileshe @ —  Lusaka
Automotive

Shepherd Kaonga — Lusaka
Automotive

Hendricks Chisanga — Mudi Stars

Wingers/Midfielders:
Leevan Nyirenda — Lusaka Tigers
James Zulu — Lusaka Automotive

Royd  Chishala ~—  Lusaka
Automotive
Francis Chinyama — Lusaka
Automotive

Patrick Mwila — Paramilitary FC
Charles Simbeye — NAPSA Stars
FC

Pivots:

Wiseman Phiri — Lusaka
Automotive

Patrick Banda — Lusaka
Automotive

Musa Chiwaya — Kafue Celtic

Where fans meet.
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WE ARE NOT SCARED OF NKANR -

HAGHIPUKA

By Lucky Chama

Newly promoted Trident Football
Club head coach Kebby Hachipuka
says his side is not intimidated by
Nkana as they return to the MTN
Super League.

Trident will begin their Stream A
campaign at home against the Kitwe
giants  this  afternoon,  with
Hachipuka insisting his players have
the courage to compete for
maximum points.

Hachipuka said the team had
benefited from a 10-day pre-season
tour in Lusaka, followed by a
further period of preparation and
friendly matches on the Copperbelt.

He said the preparations had given
the players confidence ahead of their
return to top-flight football.

“Football is one. What is important
i1s courage. We have pysched them
and they have shown during some
friendly games that they can do it,”
Hachipuka said.

He acknowledged Nkana’s stature in
Zambian football but said Trident
would approach the encounter with

respect rather than fear.

“It is a tough one. I know Nkana is
one of the biggest teams in Zambia.
But we are not scared of them. We
can only give them respect but we
cannot be intimidated,” he said.

Hachipuka said Trident would be
aiming to make a strong statement
in their first home match in the
Super League.

“They should expect a good game.
At the same time, they should expect
a victory. Playing at home for the
first time in the Super Division, I
think we really need to give them
maximum points,” he said.

Meanwhile, Nkana head coach
Elijjah Tana said his team had
prepared well for the opening fixture
and would not underestimate the
newly promoted side.

He said the players had continued to
work hard following their pre-
season camp in Botswana.

“The preparations went well. Since
we came from Botswana, the boys

are putting 100 percent to us as
technical,” he said.

The Nkana coach acknowledged that
playing away against a newly
promoted side would not be
straightforward but said the team had
developed a plan for the encounter.

“I know it's not an easy game. But for
us, we've already planned for it. So we
go with our plan,” Tana said.

Tana said Nkana were targeting a
positive start to the transitional
league, while warning his players
against underestimating Trident.

“We want to start with a positive
result. As you can see, Nkana is a big
team, so we can't underrate the newly
promoted side, Trident,” he said.

He further challenged his players to
give their all in pursuit of the three
points and urged Nkana supporters
to back the team throughout the
campaign.

“Our fans should come and cheer us.
They should have that belief in us.
We can do our best when they are
behind us,” Tana concluded.

GREEN EAGLES RERDY FOR TOUGH
MUFULIRA WANDERERS TEST

By Lucky Chama

Green Eagles head coach Perry
Mutapa says his side is ready for a
difficult opening assignment against
Mufulira Wanderers in the MTN
Super League transitional season.

Green Eagles will face Wanderers
away at Shinde Stadium in Mufulira
this afternoon in a Stream B
encounter, with Mutapa
acknowledging the challenge posed
by the Copperbelt side and the
condition of the pitch.

Mutapa said his team used the
extended pre-season period to work
on various aspects of their game and
believes the squad 1s adequately
prepared for the new campaign.

“We had planned for the six-week
programme, so it’s good that we have
worked on almost all the aspects of
the game,” Mutapa said.

He described Stream B as a difficult
group that includes the likes of
ZESCO United and CAF
Confederation Cup participants Red
Arrows, as well as Mufulira
Wanderers and Kabwe Warriors.

“It’s a tough stream. We have Red
Arrows, who are playing CAF, and
ZESCO, who are always one of the
toughest teams. It’s not going to be
casy, but we are just focusing on
ourselves as Green Eagles to do
better,” he said.

On the opening fixture against
Wanderers, Mutapa said his players
were ready despite the anticipated
challenge of playing at Shinde
Stadium.

“We are very ready. It’s a difficult
pitch, but we are geared to do well in
tomorrow’s encounter,” he said.

Mutapa is also encouraged by the
impact of the club’s new signings,
including Joe Yolan from FC
Leopard and Rickson Ngambi,
saying they have added depth and
quality to the squad.

“I think they have dealt well and they
have brought something different to
the team. In terms of depth, we can

say we are better than last season,”
he said.

The coach said the team’s pre-season
preparations, including a training
camp in South Africa where they
faced African champions Mamelodi
Sundowns twice, had provided

Ly

valuable preparation ahead of the
league.

Mutapa said the transitional format
makes a positive start particularly
important, with teams having little
room for a slow beginning.

“The transitional league is very
tricky because you just don’t do well
in a few games and find yourself in
the drop zone. So, the first games
are always important. We just have
to do well in the first games,” he
said.

Green Eagles head into the opening
fixture without any major injury
concerns.

KUNDA JOINS GREEN EAGLES
TECHNICAL BENCH

Meanwhile, Mutapa has confirmed
former Zambia international
defender Warren Kunda has joined
the Green Eagles technical bench as
one of his assistants following his
retirement from playing.

Kunda, who spent more than two
decades playing at the highest level
for clubs including Mufulira
Wanderers, Nkana and Green
Eagles, brings extensive experience
into the coaching setup.

Mutapa said Kunda’s leadership
qualities made him a natural
addition to the technical bench.

“Warren Kunda has given the game
more than 20 years, playing for the
likes of Wanderers, Nkana and
Eagles and some other teams.
Having played the game for more
than 20 years at the highest level, he
has been a leader in all the teams he
has played,” Mutapa said.

“It was just good that now we have
roped him in as one of our assistants
because I feel he has been a leader
for so long. He has to help us. So,
he’s one of our assistants.”

Mutapa also praised Green Eagles’
sponsors for supporting the club’s
preparations, including providing a
new team bus and facilitating the
South African pre-season
programme.

He called on supporters, particularly
those on the Copperbelt, to continue
backing the team as the season gets
underway.
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MWIINGA VOWS UNITY AS ATLETICO LUSAKA FACE | WE HAVE TO SHOW WHY WE ARE

AGUILA CHAMPIONS - MUTAPA

By Lucky Chama

By Lucky Chama

Atletico Lusaka FC will this
afternoon face Aguila Stars FC in a
Week Two encounter of the ZPL
National Division Southern Zone

transitional season.

The match is scheduled for 13:00
hours at Toyota Arena, with Atletico
Lusaka looking to build on their
opening-week performance against

Kafue Celtic.

Atletico captain Raymond Mwiinga
will lead the side into the encounter
after wearing the captain’s armband
for the first time in the club’s 26
meeting with Kafue

September
Celtic.

Mwiinga described the appointment
as a major privilege and credited the
technical bench and his teammates
for their support.

“It’s a privilege to be selected as
captain for a great team like Atletico
Lusaka FC. It comes with great
honour to lead a group of such
special players and I will do so with
pride,” Mwiinga said.

The captain said he would work with
his teammates and the technical staff
to promote unity, commitment and
passion within the dressing room.

Reflecting on the opening match
against Kafue Celtic, Mwiinga said it
was a difficult encounter, with
Atletico Lusaka's failure to convert
their chances proving costly.

He said the team would work on its
finishing ahead of the meeting with
Aguila Stars.

Mwiinga expects another competitive
encounter this afternoon, noting that
Aguila Stars possess qualities similar

to  their previous opponents,
particularly in ball retention.

The two sides met during pre-season,
with Atletico Lusaka emerging 4-3
winners, and Mwiinga said that
experience had given him an insight
into what to expect from Aguila.

He, however, expressed confidence in
the technical bench and his
teammates to put up a strong
performance and secure a positive
result.

The Atletico Lusaka captain's
leadership will therefore be put to
another test as the club seeks to make
a strong start to the transitional
campaign.

DAKR RULED OUT FOR WEEKS WITH THIGH
INJURY -

Hamburger SV striker Patson Daka
is set to spend several weeks on the
sidelines after sustaining a muscle
injury while on international duty
with Zambia.

The Bundesliga club confirmed that
Daka returned from the
Chipolopolo camp with an injury
following Zambia’s 3-1 defeat to
Algeria in the 2027 Africa Cup of
Nations qualifier last Friday.

Hamburger SV said detailed MRI
scans conducted at the Athleticum
at Volkspark revealed that the
Zambian forward suffered a torn
muscle fibre in his left thigh.

“Patson Daka has returned from
the Zambian national team with an
injury.  Detailed MRI  scans
conducted at the Athleticum at
Volkspark have now revealed the
precise diagnosis: the Zambian has
suffered a torn muscle fibre in his
left thigh and will be sidelined for
the coming weeks,” the club said in
an injury update.

Daka was substituted during
Zambia’s defeat to Algeria, with the

i\ r
injury now ruling him out for the coming weeks as he begins his recovery.

The injury is a setback for both the striker and Hamburger SV as the club
continues its Bundesliga campaign.

“Get well soon, Pato!” the German club added.

Where fans meet.

Power Dynamos head coach Oswald
Mutapa says the defending
champions must demonstrate why
they won the league when they open
their MTN Super League campaign
against Konkola Blades.

Mutapa said Power Dynamos are
targeting a positive start despite
expecting a difficult encounter away
from home.

“We are champions, so we have to
show why we are champions. Go out
there. We won the league last time,”
Mutapa said.

The Power Dynamos coach noted
that the match will be played at a
difficult venue, recalling that the
club were confirmed as champions
in Chililabombwe last season.

“Our last game that we were
confirmed as champions was in
Chililabombwe. It won't be an easy
game, a very difficult ground to go
to, but I feel we should be able to get
the result as we go there,” he said.

Mutapa said preparations had
continued in his absence while he
was away on national team duty,
with the squad completing three
training sessions.

“We have had three sessions.
Whether I'm not there or I'm here, I
think the most important thing is
that the team is here. It's only me
that was out in terms of the technical
bench, but the rest were around,” he
said.

“The job didn't sleep. Everyone was
working.”

He added that decisions regarding
players who were available for the
club and those involved with the
national team were made in the
interest of the team.

Mutapa also urged Power Dynamos
supporters to turn up in numbers
and provide moral support.

“As always, we ask them to come in
numbers to give the moral support
to the team. Of course, we want to
give them the result,” he said.

Meanwhile, Konkola Blades head
coach Beston Chambeshi says his
side is ready for the new season after
a month of intensive preparations.

I

Chambeshi said the team had used a
series of high-profile friendly
matches to assess its readiness, with
the players showing a strong
working spirit.

“I think the team is ready for the
coming season. We had high-profile
friendly matches. We played against
Power, Nkana Wanderers, Zesco
and Nchanga. I think we had some
wins and losses,” Chambeshi said.

He said the squad had remained
largely intact and had developed the
combination needed to compete.

“I think the team is intact and the
combination is there. The working
spirit they have shown us, I think we
learned a lot from the games we
played. I'm happy with what we
went through and for sure we have a

team which can stand any pressure,”
he said.

Chambeshi welcomed the prospect
of beginning the campaign against
the defending champions, saying the
fixture could give his players
confidence.

“It's good. We're starting with a big
team like Power and one good thing,
we're in the same league. It's good
for the players, even for our
supporters to come in numbers and
watch this game,” he said.

He said Konkola Blades would not
make premature promises about
their final league position but would
target an improvement on last
season's ninth-place finish.

“We are all aiming at finishing the
league on a good note. As you said,
we finished ninth, so we have to go a
step further now,” Chambeshi said.

He added that a strong finish could
also secure the club a place in the
Absa Cup.

“It will be good for us to finish on a
good note so we can play the ABSA
Cup,” he said.

Chambeshi also appealed to
supporters, particularly those on the
Copperbelt, to continue believing in
the team.

“Let them believe in this team. Let
them have confidence in this team,”
he said.
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ABSENE WENGER, MOHAMED OUAHBI, BUBISTA, HOSSAM HASSAN,
SEBASTIEN DESABRE AND OTHERS LINE-UP FOR GAF STRATEGY

CONFERENGE PANEL DISCUSSION

AND, CABO VERDE 26

FIFA's Chief of Global Football
Development and former Arsenal
mentor Arsene Wenger will join
some of the Coaches who were
behind the success of Africa’s
National Teams at the FIFA World
Cup 2026, including Cabo Verde’s
Bubista, Egypt’s Hossam Hassan
and DR Congo’s Sébastien Desabre,
in what 1s expected to be an
insightful panel discussion at the
CAF Strategy Conference next
week.

MOSIMANE SET T0 MAKE WHOLESALE CHANGES FOR
BAFANA'S FRIENDLY AGRINST EGYPT

Bafana  Bafana coach  Pitso
Mosimane is set to make wholesale
changes when his charges face Egypt
in an international friendly match at
the Cairo International Stadium on
Sunday night. Kickoff is at 21h00
Cairo time.

Mosimane told www.safa.net on
Friday afternoon that his intention
was always to give a run to all the
members of the team at some stage
of this extended three-match camp
of two 2027 Africa Cup of Nations
qualifiers against Guinea and
Eritrea, and the friendly against the
Pharaohs. The Bafana Bafana coach
1s set to introduce all the players that
are yet to feature, and he has
appealed for patience and support
when the South Africans face the
Egyptians.

“We are pleading for patience and
support for them. They are breaking
through and we need to see what we
have in our ranks. Unfortunately we

Where fans meet.
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The CAF Strategy Conference, to be
held in Cabo Verde between 07-09
October, will bring together Coaches
from Africa’s 54 Member
Associations, football legends and
stakeholders under one roof
discussing ways to advance football
development in Africa.

CAF TV will broadcast several of
the sessions in Cabo Verde, while
the remainder of the discussions
between coaches and technicians will

be behind closed doors.

CAF will publish the times and
programme of the events that will be
beamed live in due course.

Today, CAF can confirm the Panel
Discussion to be led by Wenger around
the FIFA World Cup 2026, where
Africa saw a record-breaking nine of its
10 participants advance to the
Knockout Stages of the Competition.

Bubista, the man who led Cabo Verde’s
heroics at the global finals, has since
become a household name. Back in his
home country, he will be sharing
insights behind his team’s performance
at the tournament.

Mohamed Ouahbi guided Morocco to
the Quarter-finals as the Atlas Lions
again consolidated their reputation as
one of the leading sides in the world.
Hassan, the former Egypt striker who
is now at helm of his country’s senior
national team, led The Pharaohs to
their first win at the FIFA World Cup
and was instrumental in their run that
included a nail-bitting clash with
Argentina, where they led by two goals
until the final stages of the match.

Desabre coached the Democratic
Republic of Congo, who made a return
to the global stage after a 52-year
absence, and guided them to the round
of 32.

have a big team (Egypt) that we
have to play against on Sunday. The
challenge is we have to let them (the
players) swim with the sharks, but
we’ve got nothing to lose,” he said.

“It is a friendly game and we need to
see what they are capable of at this
level. So we plead for patience and
support for these youngsters. The
country must understand that we
have played the qualifiers (against
Guinea and Eritrea) and we are
done. That is the most important
thing. It is important to build for the
next FIFA World Cup and if we
don’t put them in now, when are we
going to see them? We do not have
friendly games until the Africa Cup
of Nations next year, so this is the
only chance they have.”

Goalkeepers Sipho Chaine and
Ricardo Goss are expected to see
some action and so will the likes of
Fawaaz  Basadien, = Khulumani
Ndamani, Shandre Campbell, Puso

By SAFA Media

Dithejane, Tashreeq Matthews and
Cassius Mailula, among others.

Mosimane said he has also kept a
close watch on the talent that is
emerging from the South African
Under-20 and Under-23 men’s
national teams. The SA Under-20
men’s national team confirmed their
dominance in the region when they
won back-to-back COSAFA U20
Men’s Championships this past
weekend.

The U23s kicked off their 2028 Los
Angeles Olympic Games
preparations on a positive note
when they came from behind to
defeat a stubborn Algeria 3-1 at the
Dr Rantlai Petrus Molemela

Stadium in Bloemfontein on
Thursday.

“We saw the U23s, we watched the
game and we are happy with what
we saw, we are happy with the
prospects.”

SABALENKA ‘TRYING HARD TO BE EASIER ON

MYSELF

By BBC

Aryna Sabalenka said she was
"trying so hard to be easier on
myself" as she began her China
Open campaign with victory over
Renata Zarazua.

World number two Sabalenka hit 11
aces and did not face a break point
in a 6-1 6-3 victory over the
Mexican.

The Belarusian needed just 63
minutes to win her first match since
losing her world number one
ranking and her US Open crown to
Elena Rybakina in September.

The 28-year-old is bidding for her
first title since completing the
'Sunshine Double' in March, when
she won Indian Wells and the Miami
Open back-to-back.

It has been a mixed year for
Sabalenka by her high standards.
She will finish without a Grand
Slam trophy for the first time since
2022 and has often struggled to
control her frustrations on court.

Asked about being so self-critical,
Sabalenka said: "I think this is a
good and a bad side of my
personality, that I always ask and
wait for more from myself.

"Sometimes it can drive me forward,
but sometimes it can really drain my
energy.

"Maybe this is something I have to
finally learn. I'm really trying so
hard sometimes to be easier on
myself."

Sabalenka will face Czech 20-year-
old Nikola Bartunkova - who came
close to beating her at the Berlin
Open in June - in the third round.

Top seed Rybakina begins her
campaign at the WTA 1000 event on

Saturday.

Earlier, Britain's Katie Boulter fell 7-
6 (7-3) 6-1 to Wimbledon runner-up
Karolina Muchova, while French
Open champion Mirra Andreeva
recovered to beat Chinese wildcard
Yuan Yue 3-6 6-0 6-0.

In the men's event, sixth seed Daniil
Medvedev produced 12 aces to beat
Spain's Pablo Carreno Busta 6-4 6-2.

British pair Julian Cash and Lloyd
Glasspool advanced in the doubles,
beating Russia's Andrey Rublev and
Karen Khachanov 6-3 6-4.

Djokovic battles through

Novak Djokovic progressed to the
third round of the men's tournament
with a 4-6 7-6 (7-2) 6-2 victory over
China's Bu Yunchaokete.

The six-time champion, who has
never lost in Beijing in 31 matches,
was given a scare by Bu after he
dropped the first set.

Djokovic needed a medical timeout
after giving back a break in the
second set, accepting a time
violation as he fought to regain his
breath between points.

The 39-year-old Serb then consulted
the trainer, as he had in his first-
round win over Nuno Borges, but he
dominated the tie-break.

Djokovic found his rhythm in the
decider as he won four games in a
row sealing victory after two hours
and 52 minutes with a backhand
winner.

He will face either US Open
champion Alexander Zverev of
Germany or China's  Shang

Juncheng on Saturday for a spot in
the quarter-finals.
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